
TTES BUILDING/

EARTH WORKS 

PERMIT APPLICA-

TION: 

 A Building/Earth 

Works Permit is re-

quired for all pro-

jects conducted on 

TteS reserve lands. 

https://tkemlups.ca/

wp-content/uploads/

Building-Earthworks-

Permit-application-

2024.pdf  

BREACH OF BY-

LAW 

If the Bylaw  has been 

breached TteS may is-

sue a Stop Work Order 

valid  for up to 120 

days and implement 

the following corrective 

actions:  

 

• Cultural training. 

• Fines: $2,000–

$50,000 (individuals), 

up to $1,000,000 

(developers). 

• Permanent develop-

ment bans. 

• Offenders must reme-

diate any harm caused. 

 

 

STEPS FOR PROPERTY OWNERS AND DEVELOPERS 

1. Application Review Process 

All applicants with proposed ground disturbing activities in Category 1-3 

lands will be requested to submit a Heritage Project Information Form 

(HPIF) to the Knúcwmens le Sxwixwéytemc Archaeology Services Ltd. 

(KSAS). KSAS will review and make recommendations if any further herit-

age assessment or investigation work is required prior to authorization.  

2. Investigation 

Complete cultural heritage or archaeological assessment by a qualified 

archaeologist or authorized knowledge keeper. 

3. Authorization 

Development may only begin once it fully meets all heritage protection 

requirements. Before starting any ground-altering work, you must receive 

official approval from TteS to proceed.  While work is underway, you are 

required to follow all cultural heritage mitigation conditions outlined in 

your Building/Earth Works Permit.  

Minor gardening work where ground disturbing activities are less than 

25cm in depth are not included in these activities. 

To promote & ensure the physical, mental, 
emotional & spiritual well-being of our people 

& community  

COSTS RELATED TO APPLICATIONS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REPORT A 

FIND CONTACT: 

Chance finds must be reported to KSAS immediately and handled per 

policy. For more information or to  report a find to ksas@ttes.ca or 250-

828-9700.  

 

All costs arising from or related to applications and heritage inves-

tigations shall be subject to review and shall be considered on a 

case-by-case basis in accordance with the Heritage Bylaw . Inquir-

ies regarding fees and services applicable to applications and herit-

age investigations pursuant to the Bylaw shall be directed to 

Knúcwmens le Sxwixwéytemc Archaeology Service Ltd.  

https://tkemlups.ca/  

Info@ttes.ca 

(250) 828-9700 

August 6,2025 
 

Tk'emlú ps te Secwe pemc  (TteS) 

Cultural Heritage  

Bylaw Information 

Quick Guide  
 

TTES HERITAGE BYLAW SUMMARY 

The TteS Heritage Conservation Bylaw 2025 is intended to pro-

tect and preserve cultural heritage on TteS reserve lands, ensur-

ing heritage is considered in all land use, development, and re-

search to support cultural revitalization and uphold TteS values 

and traditions.  It provides a framework for respectful land stew-

ardship, safeguards sacred and historical sites, and reinforces the 

importance of cultural continuity for future generations.  

KEY VALUES & PRINCIPLES 

Respect for Elders and Ancestors, stewardship of tmícw and re-

sources, preservation of cultural identity and knowledge, and in-

tegration of spiritual, cultural, and economic values. 

WHAT IS PROTECTED 

Cultural landscapes, sacred sites, ancestral areas, archaeological 

sites, and documentary evidence such as oral histories and ar-

chival records. 

SPECIAL POINTS 
OF INTEREST 

Where & When Does the By-

law Apply? 

Protection of Cultural Herit-

age 

What TteS Heritage Includes 

Heritage Designation 

Heritage Designation Cate-

gories 

Chance Find Discoveries 

Compliance & Enforcement 

 



The bylaw applies to all persons and activities on TteS reserve 

lands including certificate of possession lands. Activities in-

clude any project or proposed development that may have an 

impact on TteS cultural heritage including but not limited to 

construction, natural resource extraction, and academic or 

archaeological investigations. 

Protection of Cultural Heritage 

The purpose of the TteS Cultural Heritage Bylaw is to protect 

and respect the cultural heritage of the Tk’emlúps te Secwé-

pemc (TteS). It ensures that all land-based activities are con-

ducted in a way that honors ancestral knowledge, sacred sites, 

and community values. The bylaw supports cultural revitaliza-

tion, self-determination, and the preservation of traditional 

knowledge and practices. 

Yi7éne re tmicws-kucw. Yecwemíns re xwexweyt re stem. 

This is our land. We have to look after everything that belongs to us. 

What TteS Heritage Inclúdes 

TteS heritage is not just about the past—it also includes present-day 

cultural practices that continue to grow and change. TteS heritage 

includes many types of places and knowledge, such as: 

Ancestral and Cultural Landscapes 

These are traditional areas used for activities like hunting, gather-

ing plants, preparing food, berry picking, and fishing. 

Sacred and Spiritual Places 

These are special places used for ceremonies, spiritual practices, 

and stories. They include burial sites, rock piles (cairns), align-

ments, and places for fasting or vision quests. 

Areas of Ancestral Significance 

These are historically important places like named locations, battle 

sites, trap lines, trails, culturally modified trees, village and camp 

sites, and traditional hunting tools like fences and weirs. 

Archaeological Sites 

These are physical remains from the past, such as rock carvings, 

storage pits, house pits, cooking pits, stone quarries, ochre gather-

ing spots, scattered stone tools, fire pits, and buried cultural materi-

als. 

Documentary Evidence 
This includes written or recorded materials found in libraries, mu-
seums, or archives.  

Anyone undertak-

ing ground-

disturbing activity 

within Tk’emlúps te 

Secwépemc (TteS) 

reserve lands must 

familiarize them-

selves with the TteS 

Cultural Heritage 

Bylaw. This in-

cludes any activity 

involving ground 

disturbance, such 

as digging, filling, 

stacking, ground 

leveling, excava-

tion, trenching, and 

land clearing or 

grubbing.  

 

Heritage Designation 

The Tk’emlups Cultural Heritage Working Group is com-

prised of TteS staff guided by Tk’emlups Knowledge Keep-

ers to identify culturally sensitive lands and develop man-

agement recommendations for cultural sites within TteS 

reserves for heritage designation in accordance with the 

TteS Heritage Conservation Bylaw. 

Heritage Designation Categories 

The TteS Cultural Heritage Working Group identifies and 

classifies culturally sensitive lands within the TteS reserves 

for heritage designation into the following categories: 

Category 1: Designated Heritage Areas in Need of Protec-

tion – Require immediate protection and can be ac-

cessed for cultural practices only. 

Category 2: Areas Not Currently in Need of Protection – 

Low risk, previously assessed with protection measures 

determined on a case-by-case. 

Category 3: Areas with Uncertain Protection Require-

ments – Potential heritage value, no disturbance with-

out authorization. 

Category 4: Areas of Highest Significance – Sacred and 

spiritual areas, no development permitted.  

Heritage Register 

Heritage information is 

securely stored within 

databases housed by 

TteS. Cultural infor-

mation is considered 

confidential and access 

to cultural information 

must be requested from 

TteS Kukpi7 and 

Tkwnkwenem7i7ple in 

accordance with TteS 

policy. 

 

Research Protocol 

Agreement 

Anyone seeking to con-

duct a study or obtain 

research information 

must submit a Research 

Protocol Agreement for 

review and approval by 

TteS Kukpi7 and  

Tkwenk’wenem7í7ple. 

No personal shall pro-

ceed with study or re-

search unless the per-

son or organization has 

received a fully author-

ized Research Protocol 

Agreement. This en-

sures TteS has over-

sight and protection of 

its intellectual property 

rights.  


